International
VAT Conference 2016
16 th and 17 th June 2016
at Seehotel Überfahrt, Lake Tegernsee (Munich)

Conference

Thursday

INTERNATIONAL VAT CONFERENCE
16 th AND 17 th JUNE 2016

09.00 EU VAT UPDATE – WHAT IS
HAPPENING AT EU LEVEL
REGARDING VAT INCL. Q & A

AT SEEHOTEL ÜBERFAHRT,
LAKE TEGERNSEE
(MUNICH)
As so successfully achieved in previous years, the

Donato Raponi

10.00 HOLDING COMPANIES AND VAT –

goal of this year´s conference is to once again pro-

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

vide participants with the unique opportunity to dis-

EU Commission, the tax administration, major inter-

As a result of a number of recent court decisions,
holding companies are once more in the spotlight
of national tax administrations and taxpayers.
When does a holding company qualify as an
entrepreneur? Can it be part of a VAT group?
To what extent can input VAT be deducted?

national corporations and universities, as well as

Moderator Dr. Stefan Maunz

experts in jurisprudence.

Siegert Slagman
Tax administration representative (to be confirmed)
Prof. Dr. Ben J. M. Terra – Commentator

cuss the latest VAT issues with a team of international experts, as well as other conference attendees.
The VAT panel will include representatives from the

This unique set up offers participants the opportunity
to exchange opinions, discuss VAT hot topics and
have individual questions answered. All delegates
will have the chance to leave the event having gained practical and relevant information and tips,
which can immediately be put into effect. Support

11.00

Coffee break

12.30

Lunch break

documentation will be available to delegates with
respect to all sessions.

14.00 IMMOVABLE PROPERTY – PLACE
OF SUPPLY AND CHANGES DUE TO
EXPLANATORY NOTES?

Please join us for what will be a valuable, thought

Do the recent explanatory notes published by the
EU Commission make some degree of headway
in the harmonization of the application of services
related to immovable property throughout the EU?
This session explores to what extent this goal has
been achieved and common pitfalls for taxpayers.

provoking and professionally enhancing event.
Who should join: VAT managers, VAT consultants,
officials dealing with VAT.
Conference language: English

Moderator Mark Hammond Giles
Dr. Francesca Vitale
Colin Ager
Prof. Oskar Henkow

Wednesday

17.00

Check in
Free shuttle service: Munich Airport to
Seehotel Überfahrt, Tegernsee

18.30
19.30

Cocktail reception
Dinner at hotel

16.00

Coffee break

17.00

Conclusion of Conference Day 1

19.00

Dinner
Traditional Bavarian dinner at Gebirgsschuetzenhuette

Friday

Speakers

Dr. Lars Dobratz CURIA, Court of Justice of the European Union
Lars is the tax law expert of Advocate General Kokott’s cabinet at the Court of
Justice of the European Union in Luxembourg. After undertaking studies in law
and business at the Universities of Bayreuth, Bonn and Hagen and earning a doctorate in European VAT law, he worked for the German tax administration, at a
local and regional level, including a task force on VAT fraud, before spending five
years with the German Federal Ministry of Finance’s International VAT unit.

09.00 ECJ UPDATE – THE MOST
IMPORTANT RECENT CASES
Including panel discussion
It is beyond doubt that the ECJ is one of the driving forces behind harmonization. Many groundbreaking decisions have been published in the last
year. This two hour session is dedicated to bringing
attendees up to speed on past decisions and
demonstrating what impact these decisions may
have on the daily routine of VAT practitioners.

Bert Gevers LOYENS & LOEFF N.V.
Bert is a member of the Loyens & Loeff VAT, Customs & International Trade
Practice Group in Belgium. He advises clients on the international and domestic
exchange of goods and services. Bert represents clients before the Belgian and
Dutch authorities, courts and the European Commission, its advisory committees
and the ECJ. He is experienced in advising Asian and US companies on the tax
and trade aspects of their foreign investments. Legal 500 mentions Bert as a leading expert. He is a regular speaker at conferences and also lectures at the AP
Hogeschool Antwerpen. Bert chairs the Global Legal Customs Association and is
a correspondent for Belgium within the International VAT Club. Bert has been a
member of the Brussels Bar since 2000.

Prof. Dr. Ben J. M. Terra
Dr. Lars Dobratz

11.00

Oskar Henkow Lund University
Associate Professor LLD Oskar Henkow is a lecturer and researcher at Lund University, exclusively focused on indirect taxes (VAT, excise and customs). He is also
a part-time partner at a Swedish law firm. His research focuses on the EU VAT
system and comparative VAT/GST issues. He is the Editor in Charge of the Case
law and Legislative Development Sections of the World Journal of VAT/GST Law
and a member of the European Commission’s VAT Expert Group. He also has
extensive experience as a tax consultant and advisor and has been contracted by
the IFC at the World Bank to assist on VAT policy issues.

Coffee break

11.30 IMPACT OF NEW UNION
CUSTOMS CODE ON VAT
The Union Customs Code constitutes the most
prominent change to the customs world in the past
years. This session explores what impact this change
will have on VAT e.g. regarding export procedures.

Dr. Stefan Maunz KMLZ
Stefan is a lawyer and certified tax consultant. With many years of experience in
VAT and customs law, Stefan is a partner at KMLZ, a German law firm specializing in these areas. In addition, he has extensive experience working for international law firms in both Germany and the USA. He is a visiting lecturer at the
University of Munich as well as a VAT Forum partner and Member of the VAT
Expert Group initiated by the EU Commission.

Bert Gevers

13.00

Conclusion of Conference Day 2 and Lunch

Siegert Slagman Director Indirect Taxation PMI at Philip Morris International Inc.,
based at PMI’s Operation Center in Lausanne, Switzerland
Siegert is responsible for indirect taxation (customs, VAT and excise) within the
Corporate Tax function of Philip Morris International (PMI). PMI is the leading
international tobacco company, with seven of the world’s top 15 international
brands, including Marlboro, the number one cigarette brand worldwide. PMI’s
products are sold in more than 180 markets. Siegert has over 16 years experience in International indirect tax (Big Four and industry) working from the
Netherlands, Germany, Hungary, Hong Kong and Switzerland. Siegert has a
Masters in tax law from the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen.

Speakers
Donato Raponi European Commission, Head of Unit, VAT and other turnover taxes
Donato joined the European Commission in 1980 and is currently head of the VAT unit. Donato
has worked in the Budget, Internal Market and Taxation Directorates and has held various
posts in the area of taxation policy. He holds a Masters degree in European tax law and a
Bachelor degree in economics. He is professor of European tax law at ESSF and is co-author
of the book “Arriva l’euro” (Carmenta Editor) as well as numerous articles on tax related matters.

Prof. Dr. Ben J. M. Terra University of Amsterdam, Lund University
Ben studied international law at the University of Amsterdam and (indirect) taxation at the
University of Leiden. Previous positions held include head of post-graduate training in VAT, customs and excises at the Ministry of Finance in the Hague, professor of law at the University of
Leiden and head of the global indirect tax practice of Ernst & Young. He has published numerous articles and books on indirect taxation and is also a consultant of the OECD, the European
Commission and IMF. At present Ben is an indirect tax and European tax law lecturer at the
University of Amsterdam and the Lund University in Sweden.

Colin Ager Global Indirect Taxes Manager Caterpillar
Colin is Caterpillar Inc’s Global Indirect Taxes Manager. He and his team are responsible for
advising and supporting all of Caterpillar’s businesses around the world with respect to VAT,
GST and other tax related matters. Colin’s career in VAT spans 40 years with previous posts
including those of HMRC VAT inspector in the UK and PricewaterhouseCoopers consultant
advising multinational businesses. His most recent position with Caterpillar has taken Colin to
Geneva, Peoria Illinois and currently the UK. Colin is a member of the OECD Technical Advisory
Group on VAT and is frequently sought after to speak on VAT matters.

Dr. Francesca Vitale Head of Unit, International Taxation – VAT and other indirect
taxes/Agenzia delle Entrate
Francesca currently heads the International VAT Unit in the Italian Revenue
Agency’s Central Directorate for Tax Regulations. In addition to providing technical support with respect to the drafting, implementation and interpretation of EU
legislation on VAT and other international initiatives in the field of VAT, the Unit
deals with requests for rulings concerning the VAT treatment of intra-EU supplies.
Francesca, who holds a law degree and a Ph.D. in company tax law from LUISS
University of Rome, previously held the position of Italian delegate and Vice-Chair
of the OECD’s Working Party 9 on Consumption Taxes.

MODERATOR
Mark Hammond Giles Global VAT/GST Policy Manager, GE
Mark’s career as a VAT practitioner commenced in 1998 when he joined one of
the Big Four accounting firms. His 8 years there saw him specializing in international VAT issues, financial services and real estate transactions. Mark joined
the Corporate Financial Services division of GE Capital in 2007 and currently
operates, from a VAT perspective, across the full breadth of GE’s industrial and
capital activities. Mark advises GE businesses across the world on the management of their VAT and compliance obligations and he is actively involved in associations, industry and expert groups, at both the national and international levels,
with a view to supporting and defining VAT policies and strategies.

Registration

Please complete the form for each registrant and email to office@ivcc.de or fax to

+ 49.(0)89.2 17 50 12-99
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Purchase order number

Welcome reception (Wed 15 June 2016) Attending:

Yes

No

Dinner (Wed 15 June 2016) Attending:

Yes

No

Dinner (Thu 16 June 2016) Attending:

Yes

No

Lunch (Fri 17 June 2016) Attending:

Yes

No

I will be accompanied by guests:

Welcome reception

Dinner 15 June 2016

Dinner 16 June 2016

Number

Name/s

As conference places are limited, please note that registration is dependent upon your receipt of a formal confirmation.
Conference Registration Fees: Standard registration: EUR 840 VAT-free. Early registration (finalised prior to 22 April 2016):
EUR 790 VAT-free. Registration fee includes conference binder, welcome reception and all meals.
Registration Cancellation Policy: Cancellation of registration must be notified in writing to International VAT Conference Club
(office@ivcc.de) or to KÜFFNER MAUNZ LANGER ZUGMAIER (office@kmlz.de).
Cancellations prior to 22 April 2016 will result in a full refund. After 23 April 2016, only substitutions will be permitted.

5* Althoff Seehotel Überfahrt (EUR 240), Überfahrtstraße 10, 83700 Rottach-Egern, Tel. +498022.6690
Seehotel Waltershof (EUR 175), Seestraße 77, 83700 Rottach-Egern, Tel. +498022.2770
Relais & Châteaux Egerner Höfe (EUR 145), Aribostraße 19-26, 83700 Rottach-Egern, Tel. +498022.6660
Venue: Seehotel Überfahrt, Überfahrtstraße 10, 83700 Rottach-Egern (Hourly courtesy shuttle bus from/to Munich Airport (45 min).
Lake Tegernsee can easily be reached by train: www.bayerischeoberlandbahn.de)

www.e-knaus.de

Accommodation: Special rates have been arranged for conference delegates. Participants are requested to make their own reservations directly at the hotels. Please refer to the keyword “VAT Conference”. Reservations at Waltershof, Egerner Höfe and Seehotel
Überfahrt should be made prior to 27 April 2016.

